
Imperialism Motives



Lightning Round!
You will have 3 minutes to answer each of the following questions as 
completely as you can…

1. Define “Foreign Affairs.” What should America’s role be across the 
world? Should we be involved with other countries, or should we 
“mind our own business?”

2. Define “Imperialism” and “Colonization” (Look them up if you 
have to)! What is the main difference between the two? Is one 
better than the other?



Test Recap
The Good

The Bad

The Ugly



Definitions!
Foreign Affairs: Policy of a government in dealing with other 
countries or with activities overseas

Imperialism: A policy of extending a country's power and 
influence through diplomacy or military force

Colonization: A policy of extending a country's power by 
claiming another territory as your own



Motives Packet
In groups, you will use the “Motives Packet” to figure out reasons 
why nations would be involved in imperialist activities.  These apply 
to all imperialist nations, not just America!

Use the information in the packet to fill out the information on your 
note sheet.



White Man’s v. Black Man’s Burden
In your groups, you will read your assigned section of the reading 
(aloud!). Afterward, you will “translate” your section, meaning 
explain what it is trying to say.

Feel free to use a dictionary or your phone to figure out the meaning 
of some of the words

Once everyone has translated their section, we will share out to get 
a feeling for what the whole passage is trying to say.



Group Project
1. Read the textbook section assigned to your group. Write a brief, but detailed, summary  of 

the events described in your section. Check it off with Mr. Bird to make sure you know all the 
specific things that you should be talking about.

2. Look through the primary sources you have been given.  Choose at least two quotes that 
showcase the main ideas of your imperialism example

3. Begin online research (using a computer – not a phone!) and start drafting your board 
presentation. 

oCauses of the event

oDescription of the event

oEffects of the event

oWhich motive of imperialism is it an example of


