
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Meat Packing Industry 
Below, list shocking observations from the clip on the meatpacking industry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Consumer Protection Laws 

Meat Inspection Acts      Pure Food and Drug Act  

 

 

Worker Protection Laws 

 

 

 
 

What should be done with big business and monopolies? 
Trusts Trust-busting 
  

 
 
 
 
The Sherman Anti-Trust Act 1890 
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Unit 2: Reform Movements (1840-1920) 

Note/Assignment Sheet   2 

Name: ___________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________ Period: ____________ 

  What actions should be taken in order to fight corruption in society?: 

ECONOMIC REFORMS 
 

_____ _____ _____ 

In what ways should the government get involved in private business? 



 

Primary Sources: Roosevelt’s Speeches 

Read the speech on the opposite page where Roosevelt discusses the state of 
business in America. Underline the things that he thinks are good, and put a box 
around the things that he thinks are bad. Answer the following questions: 
 
Theodore Roosevelt: Controlling the Trusts Speech (1901)  

1. What are some of the benefits or good aspects of business according to Roosevelt?  

 
 
 

2. What does Roosevelt think about trusts? What should be done about them?  

 

 

 

 

 

Gallery Walk Responses 

What were the artists saying about trusts? How were businesses portrayed and how 
did that affect your view on business? 
 
 
 
 
 
How was Theodore Roosevelt portrayed? How might these political cartoons affect you 
if you saw them in a newspaper during the late 1800s or early 1900s? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 “Controlling the Trusts” (Excerpts) 

Theodore Roosevelt 

 
The tremendous and highly complex industrial development which went on with ever 
accelerated rapidity during the latter half of the nineteenth century brings us face to face, at 
the beginning of the twentieth, with very serious social problems. The old laws and the old 
customs, which had almost the binding force of law, were once quite sufficient to regulate 
the accumulation and distribution of wealth. Since the industrial changes which have so 
enormously increased the productive power of mankind, they are no longer sufficient. 
 
The growth of cities has gone on beyond comparison faster than the growth of the country, 
and the upbuilding of the great industrial centers has meant a startling increase, not merely 
in… wealth but in the number of very large individual, and especially of very large corporate, 
fortunes… 
 
The process has aroused much antagonism, a great part of which is wholly without warrant. 
It is not true that as the rich have grown richer, the poor have grown poorer. On the 
contrary, never before has the average man, the wage worker, the farmer, the small trader, 
been so well off as in this country and at the present time... Successful enterprise, of the type 
which benefits all mankind, can only exist if the conditions are such as to offer great prizes 
as the rewards of success. 
 
The captains of industry who have driven the railway systems across this continent, who 
have built up our commerce, who have developed our manufactures, have, on the whole, 
done great good to our people. Without them the material development of which we are so 
justly proud could never have taken place… 
 
All this is true; and yet it is also true that there are real and grave evils, one of the chief 
being over-capitalization because of its many baleful consequences; and a resolute and 
practical effort must be made to correct these evils. 
 
There is a widespread conviction in the minds of the American people that the great 
corporations known as trusts are in certain of their features and tendencies hurtful to the 
general welfare. This springs from no spirit of envy or uncharitableness, nor lack of pride in 
the great industrial achievements that have placed this country at the head of the nations 
struggling for commercial supremacy… It is based upon sincere conviction that combination 
and concentration should be, not prohibited, but supervised and within reasonable limits 
controlled; and in my judgment this conviction is right… 
 
It should be as much the aim of those who seek for social betterment to rid the business 
world of crimes of cunning as to rid the entire body politic of crimes of violence. Great 
corporations exist only because they are created and safeguarded by our institutions; and it 
is therefore our right and our duty to see that they work in harmony with these institutions. 
The first essential in determining how to deal with the great industrial combinations is 
knowledge of the facts -- publicity. In the interest of the public, the government should have 
the right to inspect and examine the workings of the great corporations engaged in 
interstate business. Publicity is the only sure remedy which we can now invoke... 
 


